
Pope Francis wants

to hear from you!

Synod listening Sessions

In what experts have called ‘the biggest consultation
exercise in human history", Pope Francis is reaching out
to the entire Catholic Church, through a two-year
process of listening sessions—officially called The Synod
on Synodality 2021-23—to hear from the People of God
at the grassroots level. The word “synod” comes from
the Greek syn-hodos, meaning “the same path” or
“journey.” Synodality is about journeying together.Pope
Francis wishes to hear, not only from the bishops with
whom he meets every three years but from all of us,
about our lived experience in the church. Listening
sessions at the local level enable Pope Francis to hear
from us, the entire People of God, laity, religious, clergy,
ordained and non-ordained. A Listening Session is
primarily about listening - to the Spirit speaking to us,
through us and through others about our experience of
church, and about steps, we can take to move forward
together as a church. The two questions we are invited
to reflect and share on are:

● ⇒  A synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel,
“journeys together.” How is this “journeying together”
happening today in your Church—local, diocesan,
universal?

● ⇒  What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order
to grow in our “journeying together”?

St. James will hold Synod Listening Sessions after the
following Masses in the Church Hall:

Saturday, March 26th following 4:00 Mass
Sunday, April 3rd following 10:15 Mass
Sunday, April 10th following 12:15 Mass
Sunday, April 24th following 8:00 Mass

Additional sessions will be held with individual
ministries.

What is the Synod on Synodality and
Why is Pope Francis Asking All

Catholics to Participate?
Synodality is a process of discernment with the aid of the
Holy Spirit, involving bishops, priests, religious, and lay
Catholics, each according to their gifts and charisms. In the
words of the Holy Father, “Synodality is a style, it  is a walk
together, and it is what the Lord expects from the Church of
the third millennium." The Synod of Bishops in Rome,
planned for October 2023, will be the culmination of the
process of synodality which the Holy Father has described;
it is a worldwide event in three phases: Diocesan phase:
Consultation and participation of the People of God — In
the Archdiocese of  San Antonio, the consultation with the
People of God will be carried out under the guidelines
provided by the Vatican Secretariat of the Synod . . . . Once
completed, the results of the Archdiocesan consultation will
be communicated to the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB), which will be collecting results
from all US dioceses, as well as from other organizations,
such as religious communities and Catholic universities. In
the spring of 2022, the US bishops will then convene for a
period of discernment and make a synthesis of the results
they have received from the People of God throughout the
US. These results will be sent to the General Secretariat of
the Synod at the Vatican by April 2022. The first Working
Document on Synodality, a synthesis of the contribution of
the People of God throughout the world, which will be
published and sent to every diocese in September 2022.
International phase: Dialogue and discernment — Bishops
and lay consultors from groups of Bishops Conferences
throughout the world will engage in dialogue on the
Working Document. Each international group will then
prepare their own considerations based on it, which they
will send to the General Secretariat at the Vatican by March
2023. Based on what is received from these groups of
Bishops Conferences, the General Secretariat will prepare a
second Working Document on Synodality to be used in the
next phase. Universal phase: The bishops of the world in
Rome — The synodal journey will culminate in October
2023 with the Assembly of Bishops in Rome—the Synod on
Synodality— which will discuss and dialogue on the basis
of the second Working Document. At the conclusion of
these deliberations, which can include lay consultors, a
Final Document on Synodality is prepared and is presented
to the Holy Father, who decides on its publication. Once
complete, the Final Document on Synodality is made
available to every diocese for Implementation.

For more information, please see the
Archdiocese of San Antonio website at
h�ps://www.archsa.org/synod



Theme of this Synod:
For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission
The three dimensions of the theme of the Synod are communion, participation, and mission. These dimensions are
interrelated—each of them enriches and orients the other two. There is a dynamic relationship between them; when
one is articulated, all three must be kept in mind.
• COMMUNION: By his gracious will, God gathers us together as diverse peoples of one faith. The communion we
share finds its deepest roots in the love and unity of the Trinity. It is Christ who reconciles us to the Father and
unites us with each other in the Holy Spirit. Together, we are inspired by listening to the Word of God, through the
living Tradition of the Church, and grounded in the sense of the faith that we all share. We all have a role to play in
discerning and living out God’s call for his people.
• PARTICIPATION: This is a call for the involvement of all who belong to the People of God—laity, consecrated
and ordained—to engage in the exercise of deep and respectful listening to one another. This listening creates space
for us to hear the Holy Spirit together, and guides our aspirations for the Church of the Third Millennium. In a
synodal Church the whole community, in the free and rich diversity of its members, is called together to pray,
listen, dialogue, discern and offer advice on making pastoral decisions which correspond as closely as possible to
God’s will. Genuine efforts must be made to ensure the inclusion of those at the margins or who feel excluded.
• MISSION: The Church exists to evangelize. Our mission is to witness to the love of God in the midst of the whole
human family. This Synodal Process has a deeply missionary dimension, intended to enable the Church to be�er
witness to the Gospel, especially with those who live on the spiritual, social, economic, political, geographical, and
existential peripheries of our world. In this way, synodality is a path by which the Church can more fruitfully fulfill
her mission of evangelization in the world, as a leaven at the service of the coming of God’s kingdom.


